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QUESTION: Good to see you, too. Thank you. The apparent car bombing along the Turkish-

Syrian border today, it may or may not have been targeting humanitarian vehicles. I’m just 

wondering how concerned you are about that. That’s obviously not something Patriots can 

protect against. 

MS. NULAND: Right. Ambassador Ricciardone, our ambassador in Ankara, has just put out a 

statement. But just to summarize here, we’re obviously saddened by the loss of life. There is no 

justification on any side for attacking peaceful border posts, which is what this appears to have 

been. We don’t have any information yet on perpetrators, though, Cami. It’s obviously 

concerning. 

QUESTION: Do you know for a fact that it was a car bombing? 

MS. NULAND: I don’t have any more detail besides what was put out by Embassy Ankara. I 

think they’re seeking more information from the Turkish side. 

QUESTION: It appears that the car was part of a convoy that was taking aid to Syria, to the 

Syrian side of the border. Are you aware of that? 

MS. NULAND: Again, I don’t have very many details. This obviously happened relatively 

recently. But as we get more information, we’ll have more to say about it, I’m sure. 
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QUESTION: On Turkey. 

MS. NULAND: Yeah. 

QUESTION: Ambassador Ricciardone met with Turkish reporters this week and he criticized 

judicial system in Turkey and mentioned about the long detention of military officers, scholars, 

students, and then aftermath he faced the backlash from ruling party’s officials, and including the 

government officials. Can I have a comment on this issue? I mean, are you aware of what he said 

about the judicial system in Turkey, Mr. Ambassador’s comments? 

MS. NULAND: Ambassador Ricciardone was simply repeating what Secretary Clinton had said, 

what I’m sure Secretary Kerry will say when he has a chance to speak publicly on these things, 

that it’s incumbent on Turkey’s friends and allies to continue to respectfully point out the 

importance of Turkey making steady progress in strengthening the rule of law, strengthening 

protection of human rights, and of protecting free expression for journalists, for bloggers. This is 

not new from us. We have been quite open, both publicly and privately, in Turkey. 

QUESTION: He was in the Turkish Foreign Ministry today, Mr. Ambassador. And there – I 

mean, this meeting was scheduled before – I mean, after the bombing actually. But they 

discussed a range of issues, including his comments and also your comments about the Turkish-

Israeli thing in – after the incident in Syria. How was the meeting? I mean, do you – can I – can 

we have a readout about the -- 

MS. NULAND: I’m going to send you to our Embassy in Ankara. I mean, it was a meeting that 

the Ambassador had, and he’ll be better able to read it out. My understanding matches yours that 

they talked about the full range of issues, the continuing investigation into the attack and all of 

the many, many things that we do together with Turkey, including Syria, et cetera. 

QUESTION: I was under the impression, from what you said yesterday or the day before, that 

you had raised the Erdogan and Davutoglu comments about Syria-Israel within the past 24 hours 

of when you -- 

MS. NULAND: Of when they happened. 



QUESTION: -- of when you spoke. Well, right. So does this mean that this was – he went to 

address them again? 

MS. NULAND: No. I think it was a continuation of the conversation that had been started. 

When I mentioned it to you, I was citing conversations that the Vice President had in Munich, 

that Assistant Secretary Gordon had, so obviously a number of days ago. 

QUESTION: Okay. Not necessarily the Ambassador? 

MS. NULAND: No. 
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QUESTION: Do you have any update about the incident in Ankara, the bombing incident? 

MS. NULAND: Our cooperation with Turkish authorities has been excellent. The FBI is going 

to be coordinating closely with the Turkish national police to conduct a full investigation of the 

attack. You will have seen some of the public comments from Turkish authorities as well as the 

claims of responsibility with regard to the perpetrators. 

QUESTION: The attacker had been living in Germany before this attack. And the Prime 

Minister complained of the lack of support from European Union countries in this – in Turkey’s 

struggle against these illegal groups, outlaw groups, against terrorism. So this is the second time 

in over the last (inaudible) that there was another incident in Paris last month, an assassination of 

Kurdish women. How do you elaborate the stand of European Union countries on these issues 

and their relationship with these outlaw organizations? 

MS. NULAND: Well, I didn’t see the comment from the Prime Minister. I know that we have 

been strong supporters of good Turkish-EU cooperation on counterterrorism, as we have been on 

all aspects of Turkey’s relationship with the EU. I would simply say that our own 

counterterrorism cooperation with the EU has been excellent, but I am not in a position to get in 

between the Turkish-EU relationship here. 

QUESTION: And the last one on this issue. The Prime Minister said also that he warned – I 

mean the Turkish Government warned about the incident in Paris last – and about this last 

incident in Ankara, did you warn the Turkish authorities about this kind of attack? 

MS. NULAND: Well, I’m not, as you can imagine, going to get into intelligence or 

counterterrorism sharing from the podium. 

 

QUESTION: Yeah. I was wondering if you have anything on this American woman that was 

killed, Sarai Sierra? Apparently she’s an American citizen. 



MS. NULAND: I do, and I know a number of you were asking over the weekend, and we had a 

little bit more work to do at that time. 

We can now confirm the death of U.S. citizen Sarai Sierra in Istanbul, Turkey. We express our 

deepest condolences to her family and her friends. Our U.S. consulate officials in Istanbul are in 

contact with her family. They are providing all appropriate consular assistance. We thank the 

Turkish Government for all of its efforts to locate Ms. Sierra, and we will remain in close contact 

with them as they pursue an investigation. 

QUESTION: Quick follow-up to that? 

MS. NULAND: Yes, please. 

QUESTION: Is the FBI involved at all in the investigation? 

MS. NULAND: Not to my knowledge. I think we are working with Turkish authorities. 
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MS. NULAND: She has been doing some normal Secretary of State business 

today, of course. This morning, first thing, she received an update on the attack on 

our Embassy. She, as we can talk about when we get to it, also made a phone call 

to Turkish Foreign Minister Davutoglu. She obviously spoke to our Ambassador in 

Ankara, Ambassador Ricciardone. She also had a chance to talk directly to his 

senior staff as well, and she’s been doing a number of internal USG meetings as 

well. 

QUESTION: And then just on the attack, is it your understanding that this was 

indeed an attack by a domestic left-wing militant group, and wasn’t necessarily 

targeting the United States in the same way that Benghazi or other attacks have? 

MS. NULAND: Well, Brad, let me just start with some general points. Obviously, 

we condemn today’s suicide attack against our Embassy in Ankara in strongest 

terms. A single terrorist suicide bomber struck a checkpoint on the perimeter of our 

Embassy in Ankara at about 1:13 local time there. One of our direct-hire local 

guards was killed. We offer our deepest condolences to his family. We had two 

other direct-hire guards who were shaken up. They were on the other side of some 

bulletproof glass. We had a Turkish visitor who is in serious condition. But the 

only other casualties here were several U.S. and Turkish staff who were struck by 

flying debris. They were treated on the site by our Embassy clinic and released. 

So one thing I’d like to say is that the level of security protection at our facility in 

Ankara ensured that there were not significantly more deaths and injuries than 

there could have been. We’re obviously working closely with Turkish authorities 

to make a full assessment of the damage and to begin to investigate this. You will 

have seen the Turkish Minister of Interior’s statement that the Turkish side 

believes that the attacker was a member of an outlawed leftist organization. I think 

we need to let the Turkish side investigate. We will obviously cooperate fully with 



them, but we will be guided by that investigation in terms of what we learn about 

who the perpetrators were. 

QUESTION: Did they explain to you how they came to this assessment? Because 

I think the minister kind of just said this but didn’t really explain how he knew that 

or – 

MS. NULAND: Well, again, as -- 

QUESTION: There was no claim of responsibility, for example. 

MS. NULAND: Well, again, as we have had to make clear a number of times from 

this podium, when these kinds of tragedies happen, we do need to let the 

investigation go forward and be concluded properly before we go too much further. 

But they have made that statement. The suicide bomber himself was obviously 

killed on site. I would refer you to them as to whether they have direct information 

about the individual. 

QUESTION: You mentioned the security being particularly effective in this case. 

Was Ankara one of the posts that had a review after the Benghazi attacks? And 

was any of the security upgraded as a result of that review, or was it the existing 

conditions and facilities that were there? 

MS. NULAND: Well, let me first remind that, as you know, after Benghazi, every 

post in the world reviewed its security. With regard to our post in Ankara, this is 

one of the compounds where we have been making steady security upgrades over 

the last decade. And in fact, the attack was at one of the exterior compound access 

sites, so it was far from the main building, and it was a result of the way that was 

hardened that we only lost the one local security guard. And in fact, there were 

other security guards inside the building behind the glass who were only shaken up 

by this. 

But more broadly, Ankara is one of the posts that is due for a completely new 

embassy compound in the future. And it is one of the posts that will go on the lists 

if the Department gets the money that we are looking for from the Congress for 

security. 

QUESTION: Why has it been determined to build a new compound in Ankara? 

MS. NULAND: The main building of the – is a 1950s building that needs a full 

upgrade. But let me just underscore that the upgrades that we had already done 



there in Ankara over the last decade resulted in this exterior perimeter that actually 

saved lives. And the site where this occurred was well back from where the staff is 

situated, et cetera. 

QUESTION: And do you have a timetable – sorry, just – do you have a timetable 

for when the building on a new compound could start, a new embassy could start? 

MS. NULAND: Well, I think you’ll recall that in the context of a lot of the 

testimony that was done after Benghazi, we made clear that as we’re currently 

budgeted, we’re only able to build three new embassies a year; that if we are fully 

funded, as we are requesting going forward, that will allow us to put 10 a year on 

the rebuilding list. And Ankara would be one that would benefit quickly. 

But again, let me underscore that where this happened was on an external 

perimeter access site far from the main building. It is that kind of set-back, that 

kind of hardening, that kind of structure that we’ve been working on over the past 

10 years that actually ensured that this wasn’t far worse than it could’ve been. 

QUESTION: Can you just – thank you. Can you describe what happened? 

Because there have been variously reports that he was stopped, he might have put 

something on the ground. Do you have that level of the description? Did he have a 

suicide vest, or was it something he was carrying? 

MS. NULAND: Jill, I don’t have that kind of you-are-there detail. What I have is 

that he came to this first point of access to the compound. It’s one of the rear 

access points there. It’s the first checkpoint, if you will, where you have to have 

your ID checked, you have to go through security. And he was wearing a suicide 

vest. He exploded it. The guard who was there on the – his side of the security 

barrier was killed, but two who were in that same building but on the other side of 

the glass survived. 

QUESTION: Thanks. I apologize. I missed the top, but I understand that you cited 

the Turkish reports that this may have been responsible – the people responsible 

may have been these leftist groups. Do you see that that might be highly unlikely, 

considering they don’t really have a long history of hitting Western targets in 

Turkey, and this seems to have hallmarks of an al-Qaida attack? Obviously, that 

must be something you’re looking into. Where do you stand on who might be 

responsible for this? 

MS. NULAND: Well, clearly it’s a terrorist attack. This was an individual wearing 

a suicide vest trying to come into our Embassy compound. I don’t have any further 



information at the moment. There’s obviously going to have to be a Turkish 

investigation that we cooperate in. 

The only point I made with regard to the outlawed leftist organization was that the 

first statements from the Turkish Minister of Interior cited that, but obviously we 

will not know until we have had a chance to investigate. 

QUESTION: Yesterday, there were a lot of reports that AQIM specifically is 

threatening to increase its – they want to hit Western targets is what they were 

saying yesterday, and there were a lot of reports to that effect. Do you – are you 

linking this at all possibly to AQIM? 

MS. NULAND: I think obviously we’re going to have to, along with the Turks, 

look into every single possibility here. We’ve all been seeing what AQIM and 

other affiliates have been trying to do. But until we investigate, I don’t have 

anything further for you, Justin. 

QUESTION: Toria, could you also tell us, since this happens on the day that 

Secretary Clinton is leaving, how it was handled in terms of her being briefed? It 

happened actually before she left town, as far as I can tell. She was on the phone. 

What did she do this morning? And also, what did Senator Kerry, who this 

afternoon should be sworn in – what was his role in this? 

MS. NULAND: Well, obviously she was briefed immediately after the incident 

and all through the morning. She determined very quickly that she wanted to speak 

to Ambassador Ricciardione and the staff, and then she wanted to talk to Foreign 

Minister Davutoglu. 

In the conversation with Foreign Minister Davutoglu, she obviously expressed 

condolences for the loss of life. He expressed grave concern for the fact that this 

had happened. They committed – first of all, she also thanked him for the 

absolutely excellent cooperation that we’ve had from Turkish law enforcement. Let 

me just underscore that point. Turkish national police in particular responded 

immediately and have been cooperating superbly with us. 

Both of them, in that phone call, committed to the strong and ongoing 

counterterrorism partnership that the U.S. and Turkey have had. This incident 

obviously underscores our – the requirement that we stay very closely lashed up on 

all of these kinds of issues, not just the investigation of this incident but 

counterterrorism more broadly across the region. 



QUESTION: And so did she make those phone calls from home? 

MS. NULAND: She made those phone calls this morning after she came to the 

Department. 

QUESTION: Did you determine which will be the new place of the U.S. Embassy 

in Ankara, I mean, in terms of this, but if you can overcome these budget 

problems. Is -- 

MS. NULAND: In terms of the site and all that kind of thing, I don’t have 

anything for you on that today. 

QUESTION: About, I mean, the political climate in Turkey, do you have any 

concerns about some demonstrations against U.S. and U.S. – and also Western 

sites and basing forces, maybe including the German troops who have been 

deployed for the Patriots, for example, in the (inaudible)? Do you have any 

concerns about these demonstrations, anti-Western, anti-U.S. demonstrations in 

Turkey? 

MS. NULAND: Well, you know how we feel about these things, that people have 

a right to express themselves as long as they do so peacefully. We don’t have 

anything at this stage to connect what happened in our mission today to the Patriot 

deployment, but as I said, we have to investigate and see what happened. 

QUESTION: Have you issued a Travel Warning? 

MS. NULAND: We have. We have obviously followed this up with all of the 

appropriate security procedures for our facility in Ankara as well as our other 

facilities in Turkey and the appropriate warnings to American citizens. 

QUESTION: One, who was the Turkish visitor who is in serious condition? 

MS. NULAND: My understanding, and I will leave it to the Turkish side to 

confirm, but my understanding is that this was a Turkish journalist, a quite well-

known one, who was on her way to visit some of the Embassy personnel, and she 

was in the building with the bomber when it went off. 

QUESTION: And can you say anything further about the nature of her injuries? 

MS. NULAND: My understanding from what we’re seeing from the Turkish side 

is that she is in serious condition, but I don’t have an update. 



QUESTION: Okay. And then second, you said that in addition to the Turkish 

direct-hire guard who was killed, two direct-hire guards were shaken up. Were 

those two – because – the ones who were behind the bulletproof glass, were they 

Turkish nationals, or of some other nationality? 

MS. NULAND: They were Turkish nationals, direct hires, yeah. 

QUESTION: And just on that, did you have a total number of those who were 

also treated? You said there were a number of people who were treated for glass 

injuries, U.S. and Turkish citizens. 

MS. NULAND: My understanding is we’re talking about two, three, four. I don’t 

have a final number. 

QUESTION: And that was just sort of the cuts and bruises thing, it was nothing 

serious? 

MS. NULAND: Yeah, they were treated on site at the Embassy medical unit. They  
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